
Page 1 of 3 

September 9, 2026 

Re: Important Notice: Sales Restrictions of 3M Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC)
Regulated Products 

Dear Valued 3M Customer, 

As you know, 3M sells a wide variety of products for resale or use in the United States.
Some of these products contain Volatile Organic Compounds (“VOCs”) and are subject
to various federal, state and local regulations in the United States, both in the consumer
and industrial markets. VOCs are emitted from a variety of sources, including mobile
sources (e.g. automobiles), stationary sources (e.g. factories), and products. VOCs react
in the atmosphere with nitrogen oxide to produce ground-level ozone, which is a major
component of air pollution (“smog”). Federal, state and local jurisdictions enact
mandatory regulations to limit VOCs emissions, including regulations to limit VOC
emissions from chemical products, in order to meet rigorous air quality standards set by
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

As a result of these regulations, certain products may be subject to sales restrictions or
are banned for sale in certain locations. 

This letter highlights certain restrictions on the sale of certain 3M products, which are
affected by these regulations, in applicable states or regions within states. If you choose 
to buy such products, you must take appropriate steps to ensure those products are not
sold, supplied, distributed, or offered for sale in the restricted states or regions, unless an
appropriate exemption applies. Failure to comply with these sales restrictions could have
serious consequences for both 3M and you including, but not limited to, potential
regulatory fines and penalties, confiscation of goods, and termination of 3M’s business
relationship with you. 

The attached Table 1-A contains a list of 3M products that, as of the date of this letter,
are banned for sale in certain states under consumer product VOC rules. The attached
Table 1-B contains a list of 3M products that, as of the date of this letter, are subject to
sales restrictions under industrial product VOC rules, with possible exemptions. These
tables are provided to assist you in managing your sales of 3M products affected by
these regulations. Note that the product listings in Table 1-A and Table 1-B are based
solely on the 3M recommended use of the product; use of a 3M product outside these
recommended uses may change its regulated status. 

Instructions for interpreting Table 1-A and Table 1-B are below. 

Table 1-A: Regulated Consumer Products 
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• List of 3M products banned for sale in the indicated state due to consumer 
product VOC rules and regulations. 

o Products with no code can be sold in the indicated state. 
o Products coded ‘X’ CANNOT be sold in the indicated state. 
o Products coded with ‘P’ are pending restriction on the effective date 

listed in Table 1-A. 
• It is important to note that for VOC regulatory purposes the definition of 

“consumer product” is much broader than home use. Consumer products
include products used by commercial and institutional customers (e.g.
hospitals, schools, automotive body shops, professional contractors,
construction workers at job sites, etc.) and, therefore, may include some
products used in an industrial setting. Consumer products are regulated at the
federal and the state level. 

• Products may be regulated under both consumer and industrial product VOC 
regulations. In addition to product use, package size may also impact which
types of regulations apply (consumer or industrial). 

• Additional information regarding federal and state rules can be found at the 
following sources (provided for reference): 

o Federal rules: https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-
pollution/consumer-products-national-volatile-organic-compound-
emission 

o California rules: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-
work/programs/consumer-products-program 

o Ozone Transport Commission (OTC) Model rules: https://otcair.org/ 

Table 1-B: Regulated Industrial Products 
• List of 3M products restricted for sale in the indicated state or region due to 

industrial product VOC rules and regulations. 
o Products coded ‘R’ are restricted for sale in the indicated state or in a

regulated region of the indicated state unless an appropriate exemption
applies 

o Note that adhesive and sealant products labeled and sold for aerospace 
use only are exempt from the sales restrictions, as their use is regulated
under aerospace industry-specific regulations 

o If you are a 3M authorized distributor, you should be independently 
familiar with and comply with all federal, state and local VOC rules and
regulations. Although certain limited exemptions may exist under
industrial product VOC rules and regulations, you are responsible for
understanding any such exemptions. 3M is not responsible for any
exemption applicability determination made by you or your customers. 

• Industrial products include occupational and commercial products designed 
for use in the maintenance or operation of an industrial or commercial entity,
and products used in the manufacture or construction of goods or 
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commodities, including “in the field” at construction sites. Industrial product
VOC rules and regulations are aligned with specific industries and types of
products. Industrial products are regulated at the state and the local level. 
• Products may be regulated under both consumer and industrial product VOC 

regulations. In addition to product use, package size may also impact which
types of regulations apply (consumer or industrial). 

• Additional information regarding state and local rules can be found at the 
following sources (provided for reference): 

o California air district rules: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/current-air-district-
rules 

o Ozone Transport Commission (OTC) Model rules: https://otcair.org/ 

• Note that for industrial products, in addition to the VOC restrictions on sale, 
referenced above, state and local regulations may impose restrictions on use.
This letter does not address such use restrictions. Users of industrial products
are responsible for understanding and complying with any such use
restrictions. 

3M offers a range of products that comply with all applicable federal, state and local
VOC regulations in the United States, and these products can be sold throughout the
United States without any restrictions. For questions or more information about these
products, please contact your 3M Sales or Customer Service Representative. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We appreciate your business. 

Sincerely, 

Lucas Fyle, Senior Regulatory Analyst 
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